
Village of Westport
Agenda 

11th Council Meeting in Special Session 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020 @ 3:00 

Meeting to be held remotely as per By-law 2020-10 
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1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
2.1 Adoption of Agenda

Recommendation: 

That the agenda of the 11th meeting of Council in Special Session on June 

 23, 2020, be adopted as presented. 

5 - 7 

3. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OR PECUNIARY INTEREST

4. DELEGATIONS

4.1  Mr. Frank Kotsovolos request for use of 4 parking spots on Church Street

5. STAFF REPORTS

5.1 Church Street Parking Spaces-Kotsovolos request

Recommendation: 

That Council receive the report of the CAO, dated June 19, 2020, and 

entitled “Church Street Parking Spaces- Kotsovolos request”, for 

information, 

And Council directs that Staff enact the recommendations of this report to 

allow for the temporary creation of a parking space patio area for use by the 

 Tangled Garden Restaurant 

9 - 13 5.2 AMO Blue Box Transition Motion 

Recommendation: 

That Council receive the June 19, 2020 report of the Manager of Public 

Works, entitled "AMO Blue Box Transition Motion”, for information purposes, 

And that the Council of the Village of Westport support the motion as 

presented by AMO to ensure service is provided to municipalities under 

5,000 in population and to express the Village’s preferred transition date of 

 September 1, 2023. 
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6. MOTIONS/RESOLUTIONS

6.1 Blue Box Transition Motion

Recommendation: 

WHEREAS the amount of single-use plastics leaking into our lakes, rivers, 

waterways is a growing area of public concern;  

WHEREAS reducing the waste we generate and reincorporating valuable 

resources from our waste stream into new goods can reduce GHGs 

significantly;  

WHEREAS the transition to full producer responsibility for packaging, paper 

and paper products is a critical to reducing waste, improving recycling and 

driving better economic and environmental outcomes; 

WHEREAS the move to a circular economy is a global movement, and that 

the transition of Blue Box programs would go a long way toward this 

outcome;  

WHEREAS the Municipality of the Village of Westport is supportive of a 

timely, seamless, and successful transition of Blue Box programs to full 

financial and operational responsibility by producers of packaging, paper 

and paper products;  

WHEREAS the Municipality of the Village of Westport is concerned about a 

recent proposal by the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks that 

could jeopardize over 135 small rural, remote, and Northern community Blue 

Box programs across the Province, as well as servicing to schools and 

public spaces; 

AND WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario has requested 

municipal governments with Blue Box programs to provide an indication of 

the best date to transition our Blue Box program to full producer 

responsibility;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

THAT the Municipality of Westport strongly advocates for language to be 

included in the regulation that ensures municipalities under 5,000 continue 

to receive Blue Box servicing as was agreed as part of the Provincial 

government’s Blue Box mediation as well as schools and public spaces. 

THAT the Municipality of the Village of Westport would like to transition their 

Blue Box program to full producer responsibility September 1st, 2023.  

AND THAT this decision is based on the following rationale:  

1. The end of the existing Contract for Waste and Recycling for the Village 
of Westport including a 1-year optioned extension as outlined in the existing 
agreement.

AND THAT the Municipality of The Village of Westport would be interested 
in providing collection services to Producers should we be able to arrive at 
mutually agreeable commercial terms.

AND FURTHER THAT any questions regarding this resolution can be 
directed to Peter Evans, Manager of Public Works at 613-273-2191 or 
pevans@villageofwestport.ca
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AND FURTHER THAT the resolution be forwarded to the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks.   

7. NOTICE OF MOTION

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS

9. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

10. QUESTIONS FROM THE MEDIA

11. CLOSED SESSION

11.1 Proceed into Closed Session

Recommendation: 

Proceed into Closed Session 

That the Council proceed into Closed Session as permitted under the 

Municipal Act to consider advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, 

 including communications necessary for that purpose.  

12. RISE AND REPORT

12.1 That Council, in open session, Rise and Report.

Recommendation: 

 That Council, in open session, Rise and Report. 

12.2 Announcement from the Chair 

Recommendation: 

The Council met in closed session to discuss matters pertaining to: 

The Council: 

o took no action beyond receiving the information from staff

o provided instruction to staff

o tabled the discussion to another meeting

o will now consider a resolution in open session 

13. CONFIRMATORY BY-LAW

15 13.1 Confirmation By-law 2020-33

Recommendation: 

That By-law 2020-33, being a By-law to confirm the proceedings at its 

meeting held on June 23, 2020, be read a first, second and third time and 

 finally passed this 23rd day of June 2020. 
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14. ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

14.1 Adjournment of Meeting

Recommendation: 

That this meeting of the Council of the Village of Westport be adjourned at 

 _______ p.m.  

NOTE:  If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend 
or participate in meetings or events, please contact us in advance so that 
arrangements can be made in a timely manner. Please contact 
info@villageofwestport.ca or call (613) 273-2191  
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Council Briefing Note: Church Street Parking Spaces-
Kotsovolos request

Date: June 19, 2020

Page: 1 of 3.

Executive Summary

A request has been received by Council to allow four parking spaces on Church Street 
to be used as a patio dining area for the Tangled Garden. This report highlights the 
findings and recommendations of Staff, regarding this request.

Recommendation

That Council receive the report of the CAO, dated June 19, 2020, and entitled “Church 
Street Parking Spaces- Kotsovolos request”, for information,

And Council directs that Staff enact the recommendations of this report to allow for the 
temporary creation of a parking space patio area for use by the Tangled Garden 
Restaurant.

Approved for Council Consideration

Paul Snider, C.A.O./Clerk
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Background

With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, restaurants within the Village were required 
to restrict their operations to take-out services. With the Stage 2 lifting of certain 
restrictions, restaurants have been allowed to set up patio areas to allow for the 
servicing of customers. The opening of patios come with restrictions pertaining to social 
distancing, number of customers and requirements for disinfection practises.

On June 16th, the Council Committee of the Whole received a delegation by Mr. Frank 
Kotsovolos requesting that Council grant permission to the Tangled Garden Restaurant 
to make use of the four parking spaces on Church Street in from of Mr. Kotsovolos 
properties at 5, 7, 9, and 11 Church St. These parking spaces would be used as a patio 
area for the restaurant as permitted by the Province under COVID-19 Stage 2 opening 
legislative changes. Mr. Kotsovolos advised that protective barriers from the Village will 
be needed and Health Unit guidance is being obtained.

In response to this request, the Committee of the Whole passed the following resolution:

RES 2020. 11.04

That the Committee of the Whole recommend that Council approve the creation 
of an outdoor patio area for the Tangled Garden on the Church Street parking 
spaces directly in front of Mr. Frank Kotsovolos' property subject to the 
concurrence of Public Health, the municipality and notification of neighbouring 
businesses on either side of the property;

And that Staff be directed to work with Mr. Frank Kotsovolos in the creation of a 
patio area that will safely protect the users thereof, motorists and pedestrians. 
Carried

Status

On June 16th, Staff were tasked with consulting with the Village insurer to ascertain the 
insurer’s recommendations regarding this request and researching the availability and 
cost of protective barriers to line and protect the patio area and the roadway.

Mr. Kotsovolos was requested to meet with the Health Unit to obtain their 
recommendations and approval, and to meet with the neighbouring businesses to 
advise them of his intent to open a patio on the aforementioned parking spaces.

Analysis

The CAO contacted the Village Insurance Broker, who contacted the Frank Cowan 
Company (the Village insurer), for their recommendations should Council grant Mr. 
Kotsovolos’ request. The insurer has recommended the following.

 That the Village and the Tangled Garden enter an Indemnification and Hold 
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Harmless Agreement. This agreement has been created and presented to Mr. 
Kotsovolos in draft form for his review. Village legal Counsel has not yet 
reviewed this document.

 The Indemnification and Hold Harmless Agreement requires that Mr. Kotsovolos 
present the Village with a Certificate of Insurance showing the Village as an 
Additional Insured on the Tangled Garden Policy. Mr. Kotsovolos has presented 
the Village with this Certificate of Insurance.

 The Public Works Manager has sourced suitable Jersey Barriers to purchase and 
lease to Mr. Kotsovolos, should Council approve this request. Four barriers are 
anticipated which will provide for the safety needs of the community.

 The insurer has recommendations to protect pedestrians and traffic. The Health 
Unit guidelines also ensure the protection of persons under the COVID-19 
restrictions. Mr. Kotvosolos will comply with these requirements.

 The Insurer has made the Village aware of the requirements for the creation of 
this patio under the Accessibility for Ontarian’s with Disabilities Act (AODA). Mr. 
Kotvosolos has been copied with these requirements.

Consultation

The Health Unit
The Frank Cowan Company
The Village of Westport Public Works department

Operational Impact

Minimal 

End of Report
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File: 

Council Briefing Note: AMO Blue Box Transition Motion
Date: June 19, 2020

Page: 1 of 3, plus attachment.

Executive Summary

On August 15, 2019, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) 
announced the next steps for transitioning the cost and operation of the blue box 
program away from municipalities and shifting these costs to the producers of products 
and packaging. The Minister announced that Blue Box services will transition to 
producers in phases over a three year period, starting January 1, 2023. 

AMO has drafted on a motion to address the fact that municipalities with a population 
under 5,000, may lose curbside service as part of this change. 

Recommendation

That Council receive the June 19, 2020 report of the Manager of Public Works, entitled 
AMO Blue Box Transition Motion”, for information purposes,

And that the Council of the Village of Westport support the motion as presented by AMO 
to ensure service is provided to municipalities under 5,000 in population and to express 
the Village’s preferred transition date of September 1, 2023. 

Original signed by

Peter Evans
Manager of Public Works

Approved for Council Consideration

Paul Snider, 
C.A.O./Clerk
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Background

The primary outcome of the new legislation is to transition the costs of the blue box 
program away from municipal taxpayers and to make the producers of products and 
packaging, fully responsible for these costs. The legislation will wind up the existing 
shared responsibility of the Blue Box Program Plan (BBPP) for designated printed paper 
and packaging (PPP) (i.e. blue box materials) between municipalities and PPP 
producers, and transition the program to full producer responsibility. Completing this 
transition would obligate producers across the province to pay for and manage their 
materials and enable a common list of what can be recycled across the province.

Status

On August 15, 2019, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
announced the next steps for transitioning the costs and operations of the blue box 
program away from municipalities to producers of products and packaging. The Minister 
announced that blue box services will transition to producers in phases over a three-
year period, starting January 1, 2023. 

RPRA Issued the following notice via email.

“As part of the transition of the current Blue Box program, the Authority has developed 
an approach to assist municipalities and First Nation communities in determining if 
changes they plan to make to their Blue Box service levels will be eligible for funding 
under the current program.

On August 15, 2019, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks issued 
direction to RPRA and Stewardship Ontario (SO) to begin transitioning the management 
of Ontario’s Blue Box Program to producers of plastic and other packaging. In his letter, 
the Minister expressed the expectation that communities “shall not reduce or expand 
existing levels of Blue Box services that are eligible for funding under the SO program”. 
This one aspect of the direction has raised questions related to changes in Blue Box 
services and potential funding impacts for municipalities and First Nation communities.

The following guidance was developed by the Authority in consultation with the new 
Municipal Industry Program Committee (MIPC) Transition Subcommittee:

 Updated Datacall User Guide to reflect new conditions for cost eligibility where 
changes to programs lead to cost increases. This applies to changes made to 
services on or after January 1, 2020.

 A new “pre-assessment” option to enable municipalities and First Nation 
communities to confirm cost eligibility prior to implementing a change to Blue Box 
services. 

The Authority will also closely monitor any changes to programs that may impact the 
consumer access to experience with the Blue Box program and report the data through 

Page 10 of 15

https://rpra.ca/programs/blue-box/blue-box-transition/
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/20190815-Blue-Box-Direction-to-RPRA-signed.pdf
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/20190815-Blue-Box-Direction-to-RPRA-signed.pdf
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/DC-UserGuide-2020_June-15-2020.pdf


3

its annual Datacall report. This will be implemented in 2021, reviewing the trends of the 
2020 operational year.”

The Village of Westport Currently maintains curbside recycling service to the residents 
of Westport. As a Village with a population of less than 5,000, participation in the Blue 
Box Program is not mandated. As such the concern is that the program will not be 
mandated by the Province to be continued by the producers after the Village transition 
date. 

The Village is also being asked to report its preferred transition date. Due to the existing 
contract with Limerick Environmental, our preferred transition date is September 1st, 
2023. 

Financial Considerations

A decision in regard to the level of service that Village will provide, will need to be 
determined should the Village lose funding for the Blue box program. 

Attachments

Draft motion from AMO

End of Report
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Resolution on Transition to Full Producer Responsibility 

WHEREAS the amount of single-use plastics leaking into our lakes, rivers, waterways is 
a growing area of public concern; 

WHEREAS reducing the waste we generate and reincorporating valuable resources 
from our waste stream into new goods can reduce GHGs significantly; 

WHEREAS the transition to full producer responsibility for packaging, paper and paper 
products is a critical to reducing waste, improving recycling and driving better economic 
and environmental outcomes;

WHEREAS the move to a circular economy is a global movement, and that the 
transition of Blue Box programs would go a long way toward this outcome; 

WHEREAS the Municipality of the Village of Westport is supportive of a timely, 
seamless, and successful transition of Blue Box programs to full financial and 
operational responsibility by producers of packaging, paper and paper products; 

WHEREAS the Municipality of the Village of Westport is concerned about a recent 
proposal by the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks that could jeopardize 
over 135 small rural, remote, and Northern community Blue Box programs across the 
Province, as well as servicing to schools and public spaces;

AND WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario has requested municipal 
governments with Blue Box programs to provide an indication of the best date to 
transition our Blue Box program to full producer responsibility; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

THAT the Municipality of Westport strongly advocates for language to be included in the 
regulation that ensures municipalities under 5,000 continue to receive Blue Box 
servicing as was agreed as part of the Provincial government’s Blue Box mediation as 
well as schools and public spaces.

THAT the Municipality of the Village of Westport would like to transition their Blue Box 
program to full producer responsibility September 1st, 2023. 

AND THAT this decision is based on the following rationale: 

1. The end of the existing Contract for Waste and Recycling for the Village of Westport 
including a 1-year optioned extension as outlined in the existing agreement.  

AND THAT the Municipality of The Village of Westport would be interested in providing 
collection services to Producers should we be able to arrive at mutually agreeable 
commercial terms. 
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AND FURTHER THAT any questions regarding this resolution can be directed to Peter 
Evans, Manager of Public Works at 613-273-2191 or pevans@villageofwestport.ca 

AND FURTHER THAT the resolution be forwarded to the Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF WESTPORT

BY-LAW 2020-33

A By-law to Confirm the Proceedings of Council  
at its meeting held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020

The Council of the Corporation of the Village of Westport hereby enacts as follows:

1. The action of the Council at its meeting held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020, in 
respect to each recommendation contained in each report and in respect of each 
motion, resolution and other action passed and taken by the Council at its said 
meeting is hereby adopted, ratified and confirmed.

2. The Mayor and appropriate officials of the Corporation are hereby authorized and 
directed to do all things necessary to give effect to each of the said actions, 
motions and resolutions or to obtain approvals where required.

3. Except where otherwise provided, all documents required to be signed on behalf 
of the Corporation shall be signed by the Mayor or in her absence the appointed 
Acting Mayor, and by the Clerk or in the Clerk’s absence the Deputy Clerk, and 
the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to affix the seal of the Corporation to 
all such documents.

4. This By-law, to the extent to which it provides authority for or constitutes the 
exercise by the Village Council of its powers to proceed with, or to provide any 
money for any undertaking, work, project, act, matter or thing which requires an 
approval in addition to the approval of Council, shall not take effect until the 
additional approval has been obtained.

5. This By-law shall come into force and take effect on the date of its passing.

ENACTED AND PASSED this 23rd day of June 2020.

________________________________
                        MAYOR

 _______________________________
                                                                                         CLERK         
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